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not.Chest wall metastasis secondary to adenocarcinoma of the lung: CT and pathologic
findings. To evaluate computed tomography (CT) findings and tumor extent in patients with
chest wall metastases due to primary pulmonary carcinoma. A retrospective review of
patients with chest wall involvement due to carcinoma of the lung was performed. All chest
wall lesions were confirmed on surgical or radiologic sampling. CT images were reviewed and
lesions were categorized as intramuscular, intrathoracic, and pectoralis major involvement.
Chest wall metastases were secondary to adenocarcinoma in 52 of 115 cases. Of the 52
lesions, 37 originated in the right upper lobe, 12 in the left upper lobe, and three in the right
lower lobe. Eleven lesions originated in the left lung, 21 in the right lung, and 19 involved
ipsilateral and contralateral sites. Of the 115 patients, 89 had known primary cancers, and 32
had no known primary tumors. Chest wall invasion was most often seen in the ipsilateral
pectoralis major (37 of 52). Intramuscular involvement was most common (46 of 52), followed
by invasion of the mediastinum (27 of 52) and ipsilateral diaphragm (27 of 52). Intramuscular
metastases were of well- to poorly differentiated, poorly cohesive adenocarcinomas.
Mediastinal invasion and ipsilateral diaphragmatic lesions were of moderately to well-
differentiated, moderately cohesive adenocarcinomas, and pectoralis major metastases were
of highly differentiated, well-cohesive histologic types. Mediastinal invasion and ipsilateral
diaphragmatic lesions were most common (57%) and may have been poorly differentiated
(57%). Pectoralis major invasion was most common (48%) and may have been well to
moderately differentiated (45%). Metastasis of adenocarcinoma to the chest wall, primarily of
the pectoralis major muscle, is most common. Involve 6d1f23a050
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